
c. Syr. omits "Lord." 
d. So the Syr.; Gk.: "in your place." 
e. Lit. "By the hand of his mortality." 

from historical recital to eschatological entreaty. 
The remainder of the psalm is an extended hymn 
describing in vivid poetic imagery the expected 

12 With approval and happiness support my soul; 
when you strengthen my soul, what has been given is enough for me. 

13 For if you do not give strength, 
who can endure discipline in poverty? 2:36; io:2; 1*1 

14 When a person is tried by his mortality,* 
your testing is in his flesh, and in the difficulty of poverty. 

15 If the righteous endures all these things, he will 3:3f 
receive mercy from the Lord. 

17 
A Psalm of Solomon, with Song, to the King 

1 Lord, you are our king forevermore, 5:i9; i7:46 

for in you, O God, does our soul take pride. 
2 How long is the time of a person's life on the earth? 

As is his time, so also is his hope in him. 
3 But we hope in God our savior, 3:6; 8:33 

for the strength of our God is forever with mercy. 
And the kingdom of our God is forever over the p$ i45:i3 

nations in judgment.8 

4 Lord, you chose David to be king over Israel, 
and swore to him about his descendants forever,b

 2Sam 1 

that his kingdom should not fail before you. 
5 But (because of) our sins, sinners6 rose up against us, 

esouser
Typewriter
Psalms of Solomon (written ca. 40s BCE)



they set upon us and drove us out. 
Those to whom you did not (make the) promise, 

they took away (from us) by force; 
and they did not glorify your honorable name.d 8:26 

6 With pomp they set up a monarchy because of their arrogance; 
they despoiled the throne of David with arrogant shouting. 

7 But you, O God, overthrew them, and uprooted their 
descendants from the earth,c 4:22 

for there rose up against them a man alien to our race/ 
8 You rewarded them, O God, according to their sins; 2:16,35 

it happened to them according to their actions. 
9 According to their actions,8 God showed noh mercy to them; 

he hunted down their descendants, 
and did not let even one of them go. 

10 The Lord is faithful in all his judgments 2:is; 3:3; 5:i; 
which he makes in the world. f(S" , 2 3 , 3 4 ; 

n The lawless one' laid waste our land, so that no one inhabited it; 
they massacred young and old and children at the same time. 

12 In his blameless wrath* he expelled them to the west, 
and he did not spare even the officials of the country from ridicule. 

13 As the enemy (was) a stranger 
and his heart alien to our God, he acted arrogantly. 

14 So he did in Jerusalem11 all the things 
that gentiles do for their gods in their cities. 

15 And the children of the covenant (living) among the gentile rabble 
adopted these (practices). 

No one among them in Jerusalem acted (with) mercy or truth. Ps 1*3 
16 Those who loved the assemblies of the devout1 fled from them io:7; i7:43f. 

as sparrows fled from their nest. ps ni 
n (They became) refugees in the wilderness 

to save their lives from evil. 
The life of even one who was saved from them was precious in the eyes 

of the exiles. 
is They were scattered over the whole earth by (these) lawless ones. 

For the heavens withheld rain from falling on the earth. 
19 Springs were stopped, 

(from) the perennial (springs) far underground AsMos IO* 
(to) those in the high mountains. 

For there was no one among themm 

who practiced righteousness or justice: 
20 From their leader to the commonest of the people, 

(they were) in every kind of sin: 
The king was a criminal 
and the judge disobedient; 
(and) the people sinners." 



Ezek 45:8; 
47:13,21 

21 See," Lord, and raise up for them their king, 
the son of David, to rule over your servant Israel 12:6; isa 42:i-4; 
in the time known to you,p O God. SiSSaiz"* 

22 Undergird him with the strength* to destroy the unrighteous rulers, p s 18:33 
to purge Jerusalem from gentiles 
who trample her to destruction; 2:2.19 

23 in wisdom and in righteousness' to drive out 
the sinners from the inheritance; 7:2; 9:1 

to smash the arrogance of sinners 
like a potter's jar; Ps 2:9 

24 To shatter all their substance with an iron rod; 
to destroy the unlawful nations with the word of his mouth; 

25 At his warning the nations will flee from his presence; p s 104:7 
and he will condemn sinners by the thoughts of their hearts. 

26 He will gather a holy people8 9:2; ii:3 
whom he will lead in righteousness;1 

and he will judge the tribes of the people 
that have been made holy by the Lord their God. 

27 He will not tolerate unrighteousness (even) to pause among them, Ps 1017 
and any person who knows wickedness shall not live with them. 

For he shall know them 
that they are all children of their" God. 

28 He will distribute them upon the land n.i- isa 49:6; 
according to their tribes; 

the alien and the foreigner will no longer live near them.v 

29 He will judge peoples and nations in the wisdom of his righteousness. 18:9 
Pause. 

30 And he will have gentile nations serving him under his yoke,* 
and he will glorify the Lord in (a place) prominent (above) the whole 

earth. 
And he will purge Jerusalem 

(and make it) holy as it was even from the beginning, 
31 (for) nations to comex from the ends of the earth to see his glory, isa 55:s 

to bring as gifts her children who had been driven out, 
and to see the glory of the Lordy 

with which God has glorified her. 
32 And he will be a righteous king over them, taught by God. 

There will be no unrighteousness among them in his days, jer 23:5 
for all shall be holy, 
and their king shall be the Lord Messiah.2 



33 (For) he will not rely on horse and rider and bow, 
nor will he collect gold and silver for war. 

Nor will he build up hope in a multitude for a day of war. 
34 The Lord himself is his king, 

the hope of the one who has a strong hope in God. 

He shall be compassionate to all the nations 
(who) reverently (stand) before him. 

35 He will strike the earth with the word of his mouth forever; 
he will bless the Lord's people with wisdom and happiness. 10:6.8; 1410 

36 And he himself (will be) free from sin, (in order) to rule a great people, isa ii:4 
He will expose officials and drive out sinners 

by the strength of his word. 
37 And he will not weaken in his days, (relying) upon his God, 

for God made him 
powerful in the holy spirit isa 11:2 
and wise in the counsel of understanding, 
with strength and righteousness. 

38 And the blessing of the Lord will be with him in strength, 
and he will not weaken; 

39 His hope (will be) in the Lord. 
Then who will succeed against him,*2 

40 mighty in his actions 
and strong in the fear of God? 

Faithfully and righteously shepherding the Lord's flock, 
he will not let any of them stumble in their pasture. 

41 He will lead them all in holiness62 

and there will be no arrogance among them, 
that any should be oppressed. 

42 This is the beauty of the king of Israel02 

which God knew, 
to raise him over the house of Israel 
to discipline it. 

43 His words will be purer than the finest gold, the best. 
He will judge the peoples in the assemblies, io:7; i7:i6 

the tribes of the sanctified. 
His words will be as the words of the holy ones,112

 p$ 89:5-7; 
among sanctified peoples. J o b 5 : 1 



44 Blessed are those born in those days 1*6 
to see the good fortune of Israel62 

which God will bring to pass in the assembly of the tribes. 

45 May God dispatch his mercy to Israel; 
may he deliver us from the pollution of profane enemies; 

46 The Lord Himself is our king forevermore. 5:9; n:i 

18 
A Psalm of Solomon About the Lord Messiah 

1 O Lord, your mercy is upon the works of your hands forever. 2:33; 4:25; 11:9 
(You show) your goodness to Israel 

with a rich gift. 5:i4f..i8 

2 Your eyes (are) watching over them and none of them will be in need.8 Ps 23:i; 34:10 
Your ears listen to the hopeful prayer of the poor, 5:2,1 if.; 10:6; 

3 Your compassionate judgments (are) over the whole world, Jf l u ; 8 . 8 . 1 5 : 1 2 

and your love is for the descendants of Abraham, an Israelite.b 9:9 
4 Your discipline for us (is) as (for) a firstborn son, an only child,c

 7:9,8:26 
to divert the perceptived person from unintentional sins.e

 3:8.137 

5 May God cleanse Israel for the day of mercy in blessing, 17:22-30 
for the appointed day when his Messiah will reign. 

6 Blessed are those born in those days, 17:44 
to see the good things of the Lord 
which he will do for the coming generation; 

7 (which will be) under the rod of discipline of the Lord Messiah/ 17:24 
in the fear of his God, 
in wisdom of spirit, 

and of righteousness and of strength, 
8 to direct people in righteous acts, in the fear of God, 7:10.16:9 

to set them all in the fear of the Lord8 

9 A good generation (living) in the fear of God, 
in the days of mercy. 

Pause. 

10 Our God is great and glorious 
living in the highest (heavens), isa335;57:15 

who arranges the stars into orbits 

esouser
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this is the meaning. 

1 40 The last ruler w h o is left a l ive at that t ime wil l be bound, whereas the entire 
host wil l be destroyed. A n d they wil l carry h im o n Mount Z ion , and m y Anointed 
One will convict h im of all his w icked deeds and wil l assemble and set before h im 4Ezra 12:32; 

2 all the works of his hosts . »And after these things he wil l kill h i m 3 and protect the 1 3 : 3 7 

3 rest o f m y people w h o wil l be found in the place that I have chosen. »And his j $ * 7 . 2 7 

dominion wil l last forever until the world of corruption has e n d e d 5 and until the 28:4; 30:1 
4 t imes which have been mentioned before have been fulfilled. # T h i s is your vis ion, Gai 4:4 

and this is its explanation. IE^4UM 

About the apostates and the believers 

1 41 And I answered and said: 
For w h o m and for h o w many will these things be? Or w h o will be worthy to 

2 l ive in that t ime? »I shall n o w say before you everything that I think, and I shall 
3 ask you about the things of which I meditate. # F o r behold, I s ee many of your 

people w h o separated themselves from your statutes and w h o have cast away from 
4 them the yoke o f your L a w . 3 •Further, I have seen others w h o left behind their 
5 vanity b and w h o have fled under your w i n g s . c "What wi l l , therefore, happen with i:4 
6 those? Or h o w will that last t ime receive them? •The ir t ime will surely not be Ruuf^if72 

weighed exact ly , and they wil l certainly not be judged as the scale indicates? 

1 42 And he answered and said to me: 
2 A l so these things I shall show you . A s for what you said: ' T o w h o m and to 

how many will these things b e ? " The g o o d that was mentioned before wil l be to 
those w h o have b e l i e v e d , 3 and the opposite o f these things wil l be to those w h o 
3 9 a. Apparentiy Babylon, Persia, Greece, and 4 1 a. This applies to Christians from the Jews; see 
Rome are meant; cf. Dan 7. for the expression "yoke of the Law" Ab 3:5 and 

b. The verb *hd is used; cf. 48:8, "to take" or b.Sanh 94b. 
"to se ize ." b. The heathen idols are meant; cf. Deut 32:2. 

c. The author refers to proselytes; see for the 
                  

2 Baruch (written ca. 70-130s CE)



3 have despised. 1 5 • A n d as for that which you said with regard to those w h o have 
4 drawn near4 1 and to those w h o have withdrawn, this is the explanation. # A s for 

those w h o have first subjected themselves and have withdrawn later and w h o 
mingled themselves with the seed of the mingled nat ions , d their first t ime will be 

5 considered as mountains. «And those w h o first did not k n o w life and w h o later 
knew it exactly and w h o mingled with the seed o f the people w h o have separated 

6 themselves , their first t ime will be considered as mounta ins . 6 * A n d t imes wil l 
inherit t imes , and periods periods, and they wil l receive from one another. And 
then, with a v i e w to the end, all will be compared according to the length o f t imes 

7 and the hours o f p e r i o d s / »For corruption will take away those w h o belong to it, 
8 and life those w h o belong to it. »And dust wil l be cal led, and told, " G i v e back 

that which does not belong to you and raise up all that you have kept until its o w n 30:1-2 
t i m e . " 

1 43 Y o u , however , Baruch, strengthen your heart with a v i ew to that which has 
been said to y o u , and understand that which has been revealed to you because you 

2 have many consolations which wil l last forever. # F o r you will g o away from this 
place and leave the regions which are n o w before your e y e s . And you shall forget 13:3 
that which is corruptible and not again remember that which is among the mortal 2 i : i 9 ; 28:5 

3 ones . »Go away, therefore, and command your people and c o m e to this place and 
afterward fast seven days . And then I shall c o m e to y o u and speak with you . 5:6 

Baruch speaks to the people 

i 44 And I, Baruch, went from there and came to m y people and called m y first- 46: i 
born son and the Gedal iahs, my friends, and seven of the elders o f the people and 5 : i ; 5 :6 :46 : i 
said to them: 

2,3 Behold , I g o to m y fathers in accordance with the way of the who le earth. # Y o u , 3:2; 13:3 
however , do not withdraw from the w a y of the Law, but guard and admonish the f™h ^ ' J * 
people w h o are left lest they withdraw from the commandments o f the Mighty iKgs 2:2 

4 One. «For you see that he w h o m w e serve is righteous and that our Creator is 
5,6 impartial. # A n d see what has befallen Zion and what happened to Jerusalem, # that 13:8 

the judgment of the Mighty One wil l be made known, as wel l as his ways which 
7 are inscrutable and right. *For when you endure and persevere in his fear and do 14:9 

not forget his Law, the t ime again wil l take a turn for the better for y o u . a And they 
8 will participate in the consolation o f Zion . •For that which is n o w is nothing. But u 2:25 
9 that which is in the future wil l be very great. • For 6 everything will pass away 28:4 

              



said before both those w h o have won and those w h o have been overcome that 
10 all will be delivered into the hands of my Servant, the Anointed One . *For the isa 2 i : 9 : 4 2 : i ; 

whole earth will devour its inhabitants. MIUWJ 

Acts 3:13.26: 4:27. 

1 71 And the holy land will have mercy on its o w n and will protect its inhabitants 29:2 
2 at that t ime. •This is the vis ion which you have seen, and this is its explanation. 

For I have c o m e to tell you these things since your prayer has been heard by the 
Most High. 

1 72 N o w , a hear also about the bright waters which c o m e at the end after these 
2 black ones . This is the word. • After the signs have c o m e of which I have spoken 

to you before, when the nations are moved and the time of my Anointed One 
c o m e s , he will call all nations, and some of them he will spare, and others he will 

3.4 k i l l . b # T h e s e things will befall the nations which will be spared by him. •Every 
nation which has not known Israel and which has not trodden down the seed of 

5 Jacob will l ive. # A n d this is because some from all the nations have been subjected 
6 to your people . •Al l t h o s e , c n o w , w h o have ruled over you or have known you , 

will be delivered up to the sword. 

1 73 And it will happen that after he has brought down everything which is in the i c o r 15:24-25 
world, and has sat down in eternal peace on the throne of the k ingdom, a then joy Heb 4:3 

2 will be revealed and rest will appear. 6 # A n d then health will descend in d e w , and 29:7 
illness will vanish, and fear and tribulation and lamentation will pass away from R e v 2 i : 4 

3 among men , and joy will encompass the earth. • And nobody will again die 54.15 
4 untimely, nor will any adversity take place suddenly. 'Judgment, condemnations , R e v 2 1 : 4 

contentions, revenges , b lood, pass ions , zeal , hate, and all such things will g o into 
5 condemnation since they will be uprooted. c «For these are the things that have 

filled this earth with ev i l s , and because of them life of men came in yet greater 
6 confusion. •And the wild beasts will c o m e from the wood and serve m e n , and the 

asps and dragons will c o m e out of their holes to subject themselves to a ch i ld . d 



g
17 The streets of Jerusalem shall be paved with garnets and jewelsof

Ophir.
18 The gates of Jerusalem shall sing hymns of joy

and all her houses shall say Alleluia,
praise to the God of Israel!
Blessed by him, they shall bless his holy name for ever and

ever.'

14 So ENDED Tobit's thanksgiving. He died peacefully at the age of
a hundred and twelve, and was given honourable burial in Nineveh.

2 He was sixty-two years old when his eyes were injured, and
after he recovered his sight he lived in prosperity, doing his
acts of charity and never ceasing to praise God and proclaim his
majesty.

3 When he was dying he sent for his son Tobias, and gave him these
4 instructions: 'My son, you must take your children and make your

escape to Media, for I believe God's word against Nineveh spoken
by Nahum. It will all come true; everything will happen to Asshur
and Nineveh that was spoken by the prophets of Israel whom God
sent. Not a word of it will fall short; everything will be fulfilled
when the time comes. It will be safer in Media than in Assyria and
Babylon; I know, I am convinced, that all God's words will be
fulfilled. It will be so; not one of them will fail. Our country­
men who live in Israel will all be scattered and carried off into
captivity out of that good land, and the whole territory of Israel

go

Book of Tobit (ca. 200-175 BCE)



Tobias's homecoming TOBIT 14

laid waste. Samaria and Jerusalem will lie waste, and for a time
the house of God will be in mourning; it will be burnt to the
ground.

'Then God will have mercy on them again and will bring them 5

back to the land of Israel. They will rebuild the house of God, but
not as it was before, not until the time of fulfilment comes. Then
they will all return from their captivity and rebuild Jerusalem
gloriously; then indeed the house will be built in her as the prophets
of Israel foretold. All the nations of the world will be converted to 6

the true worship of God; they will abandon their idols which led
them astray into falsehood, and praise the eternal God according to 7

his law. All the Israelites who survive at that time and are firm in
their loyalty to God will be brought together; they will come to
Jerusalem to take possession of the land of Abraham, and live there
for ever in safety. Those who love God in truth will rejoice; and
sinners and wrong-doers will disappear from the earth. Now, my 8

children, I give you this command: serve God in truth and do what
pleases him. Train your children to do what is right and give alms, I)

to keep God in mind at all times and praise his name in sincerity with
all their strength.

'And now, my son, you must leave Nineveh. Do not stay here; 10

once you have laid your mother in the grave with me, do not spend
another night within the city boundaries. For I see that the place is
full of wickedness and shameless dishonesty. My son, think what
Nadab did to Ahikar who brought him up: he forced him to hide in a
living grave. Ahikar survived to see God requite the dishonour done
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